THE LAST DAYS.                                2OI

mirror of truth Is free from fear, will find comfort In
the tribulations of life, and his life will be a blessing
to all his fellow-creatures."                                        10

XCII. AMBAPALI.

Then the Blessed One proceeded with a great num-
ber of brethren to Vaishali, and he stayed at the grove
of the courtesan Ambapali. And he said to the breth-
ren : "Let a brother, O bhikshus, be mindful and
thoughtful. Let a brother, whilst in the world, over-
come the grief which arises from bodily craving, from
the lust of sensations, and from the errors of wrong
reasoning. Whatever you do, act always In full pres-
ence of mind. Be thoughtful in eating and drinking,
in walking or standing, in sleeping or waking, in talk-
ing or in being silent."                                               1

Now the courtesan Ambapali heard that the Blessed
One had arrived and was staying at her mango grove;
and she went In a carriage as far as the ground was
passable for carnages, and there she alighted. Thence
proceeding on foot to the place where the Blessed One
was, she took her seat respectfully on one side. As a
prudent woman goes forth to perform her religious
duties, so she appeared in a simple dress without any
ornaments, yet beautiful to look upon.                        2

And the Blessed One thought to himself: "This
woman moves in worldly circles and is a favorite of
kings and princes ; yet Is her heart composed and
quieted. Young in years, rich, surrounded by pleas-
ures, she Is thoughtful and steadfast. This, Indeed, Is
rare In the world. Women, as a rule, are scant in
wisdom and deeply immersed In vanity; but she, al-
though living In luxury, has acquired the wisdom of a